Festival of Lessons and Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE
DEC. 24, 2020

Processional Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful (379 v.1-2)
1

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2

Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

~Bidding Prayer~
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Lord has brought us to His Christmas Eve, to hear
once more the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even to Bethlehem
and see this thing which has happened, even the Babe in the manger.
Let us hear again from Holy Scripture God’s loving purposes, from the first days of our
Sin to the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy child: and let us fill the world
with our carols of praise.
But first, because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let us pray to Him for the
needs of the whole world, and all His people; for peace upon the earth He came to save;
for love and unity in the Church He has built; for kindness and generosity throughout all
humanity.
And particularly at this time let us remember before Him the poor, the cold, the hungry,
and oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the elderly

and the little children; all those who don’t know the Lord Jesus, or who don’t love Him, or
who by sin have grieved His heart of love.
Finally let us remember before Him those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore
and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the
Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words
which Christ Himself has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
Carol: Creator of the Stars of Night (351 v.1-2)
1

Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people’s everlasting Light:
O Christ, Redeemer, save us all
And hear Thy servants when they call.

2

Thou, grieving that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
Hast found the healing, full of grace,
To cure and save our ruined race.

First Lesson: God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed
will bruise the serpent’s head.

Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19
8

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14

The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring[e] and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
17

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19

By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

Carol: O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is (372 v. 1, 3)
1

O Jesus Christ,
Thy manger is
My paradise at which my soul reclineth.
For there, O Lord,
Doth lie the Word
Made flesh for us; herein Thy grace forth shineth.

3

Thy light and grace
Our guilt efface,
Thy heav’nly riches all our loss retrieving.

Immanuel,
Thy birth doth quell
The pow’r of hell and Satan’s bold deceiving.

Second Lesson: God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 22:15–18
15

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you
have obeyed my voice.”

Carol: It Came upon the Midnight Clear (366 v. 1, 4)
1

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,

From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
4

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

Third Lesson: The prophet foretells the virgin's Son shall be called Immanuel (which
means 'God with us').

Isaiah 7:10-14
10

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to
the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Carol: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (357, v. 1, 4)
1

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

4

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

Fourth Lesson:

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.

Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
6

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7

Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

Carol: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (369 v. 1-3)
1

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word,
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.

2

In that unlikely place I find Him as they said:
Sweet newborn babe, how frail! And in a manger bed:
A still, small voice to cry one day for me,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.

3

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

Fifth Lesson:

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

Isaiah 11:1–4, 6–9
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3

And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
7

The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.

9

They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

Carol: Once in Royal David’s City (376)
1

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3

For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.

4

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

5

Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

Sixth Lesson: The place where Christ is born is foretold.

Micah 5:2-5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days.
3

Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;

then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
5

And he shall be their peace.
Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (361 v. 1, 4)
1

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

4

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Seventh Lesson:

The Virgin Mary is told she will bear God’s Son.

Luke 1:26–35, 38
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried
to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”
34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God.
38

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your

word.” And the angel departed from her.

Carol: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (356 v. 1, 4)
1

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

4

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Eighth Lesson:

St. Luke tells of the birth of Christ.

Luke 2:1, 3–7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went

up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Carol: Away in a Manger (365)
1

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the [bright] sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Ninth Lesson:

The shepherds go to the manger.

Luke 2:8-16
8

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their

flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
11

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger.

Carol: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (380)
1

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

ref

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!

3

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

Sermon “What Child Is This?”
(Lighting of the Candles~ Please rise)

Carol: Silent Night, Holy Night (363)
1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

(Extinguishing of the Candles)
Tenth Lesson:

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

John 1:1–14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.

9

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,
and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Carol: Go Tell It on the Mountain (388 v.1-2)
ref

Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain.

2

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain.

Blessing
May He, who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you
with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Carol: Joy to the World (387 v. 1, 3, 4)

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

3

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to you
and your family!

